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If you watch the Moon for a month,
it seems to change shape. The shape
doesn’t really change. We see different
amounts of light being reflected. The
shapes we see are called the Moon’s
phases. The phases follow a pattern.
The pattern is repeated each month of
the year.
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Twelve men have walked on the
Moon. They collected rocks to bring
back to Earth. Scientists studied the
rocks to learn more about the Moon.
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These astronauts had to wear
special suits. The suits kept them from
getting too hot or too cold. The suits
carried oxygen for them to breathe.
The astronauts also had to carry food
and water for their trip.
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The Moon has changed very little for billions of years. There
is no water to wear down the hills. There is no wind to move dust
from place to place. The astronauts left footprints in the dust.
After more than 30 years, the footprints can still be seen.
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4. How are craters on the Moon made?
O when spaceships land on the Moon
O when astronauts dig up rocks
O when space rocks hit the Moon
O when there are storms on the Moon
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3. What does a moon orbit (travel around)?
O a planet
O astar
O a space rock
O a satellite
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2. What will you see on the Moon?
O mountains
O craters
O dust
O all of the above
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Questions about The Moon
Mark the best answer to the question.

1. What is the Earth’s nearest neighbor in space?
O the Sun
O the Moon
O astar
O Mars
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5. Which of these is true about the Moon?
O The Moon makes its own light.
O The Moon reflects light from the Sun.
O The Moon is always dark.
O The Moon is a ball of fire.
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A. Write the correct word by its meaning.

astronaut rotates Earth

. craters moon orbits
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1. the planet we live on

2. the Moon turns around and around

3. the Moon travels around the Earth

4. holes in the Moon
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5. a person who walked on the Moon

6. a place where nothing lives
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B. Use words from the story to name each picture.
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The Moon

A moon orbits (travels around) a planet.
Some planets don’t have any moons. Other
planets have many moons. Earth has just
one moon. It is the biggest thing we see in
the night sky. Sometimes you can see the
Moon during the day, too.
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The Moon is Earth’s nearest neighbor in space. It is smaller
than Earth. It is much smaller than the Sun. It only seems larger
because it is so close to us.




image3.png
The Moon has tall mountains. It has flat, dusty plains. It has
large holes called craters (cray” terz). Craters are made when
space rocks hit the Moon.
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During the day the Moon is very, very hot. During the night the
Moon is very, very cold.

There is no air on the Moon. There is no water on the Moon.
It is dry, dusty, and lifeless.
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The Moon’s Phases

quarter moon crescent
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The Moon orbits (goes around) the Earth once a month. The
Moon rotates (turns around) very slowly. A day on the Moon is two
weeks long. It is night for the next two weeks.
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