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Today millions of meters of Velcro®
are produced every year. Velcro® is
used to fasten all kinds of things. Just
look around you. In how many places
can you see Velcro® being used? Do
your shoes have Velcro® fasteners?
How about your backpack or lunch
bag?
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1. How did Mr. de Mestral get his idea for Velcro®?
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2. Why did the burrs stick to his clothes and the dog’s fur?
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3. List three ways Velcro® is used.
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4. What two words were put together to name Velcro®?
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5. Circle the words that describe Mr. de Mestral.
hardworking never gave up quitter

lazy problem-solver curious
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6. Look at these pictures of the burr and V{%}’
the piece of Velcro®. How are they alike? ;@é
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Vocabulary

The letters in the dark boxes below spell a mystery word.
Use the clues to complete the puzzle.

1. a person who invents something
2. a measure of length

3. to hold onto something

4. to find

5. a kind of sticker with hooks

6. a tool that makes things look bigger

Woi
burr
cling
discover 5
inventor
meter i
microscope
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What is the mystery word?
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Mr. de Mestral’s Invention

You never know where a new invention will come from.
This is how one inventor got his great idea.
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One day in 1948, George de Mestral and his dog went for a
walk. He saw that burrs were sticking to his clothes and to his
dog’s fur. The burrs were very hard to pick off.
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Mr. de Mestral wanted to find out why the burrs stuck so
tightly. When he got home, he looked at the burrs with a
microscope. He found that the burrs had sharp little hooks. The
hooks clung to everything they touched. This gave him an idea!
Maybe he could use what he learned from the burrs. He would
make a tough new kind of fastener. It would not break or stick the
way zippers often did.
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People laughed at Mr. de Mestral
when he told them his idea. But he
didn’t give up. He knew his idea was
good. He just had to find a way to make
it work.

The tiny hooks in Velcro®hold tight to
little loops.
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Tt took years of hard work. Many
problems had to be solved. Finally he
found a way to make tiny hooks that
held tight to little loops. He was ready
to sell his invention. First it needed a
name. Mr. de Mestral put together two
French words. He took vel from velour
(velvet) and cro from crochet (hook).
Together they made a great name for
his new invention—Velcro®.




