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If you are close to a jet plane, the sound will be very loud.
You may need to cover your ears to protect them from the noise.
If the jet is flying far away, you will hear a much softer sound.
Sounds are louder close up and softer far away.
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Boom! Boom! Boom! roar
the kettle drums. Rat-a-tat-tat!
sing the snare drums. Listen to
the sounds of drums large and
small. Where does the sound
come from? Why are sounds
different?
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When the top of the drum is struck by a stick or mallet, it
vibrates (moves back and forth). As the drum vibrates, it moves
the air around it. The sound vibrations travel through the air in
all directions.
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You hear the drum when the
sound vibrations reach your ear.
The vibrations are caught by your
outer ear (the part you can see).
They are carried through your
inner ear (the part you cannot
see) to your brain. Then your brain
tells you that you are hearing
a drum. This all happens very
quickly.

You can’t see sound vibrations, but if you
put cereal on the drum head and hit the
drum, you can see the results of sound
vibrations.
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Our world is filled with sound.
Sounds such as planes or barking
dogs can be unpleasant. We call
these sounds noise. Sounds such
as music and laughter are pleasant
sounds.
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Sound can move through a gas
such as air. It can move through a
liquid such as water. It can move
through a solid such as the ground
we walk on.




