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» Changes in Word Meanings. .
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Sometimes people use colorful “sayings” in their speech. Often, the
words in a saying do not mean what they usually do. Instead, the words
in a “saying” go together to mean something quite different from what the
individual words mean. Underline the correct meanings of each “saying”
below.
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1. If you say, “It's raining cats and dogs,” you do not mean that cats and
dogs are falling from the sky. What do you mean?
A. It is raining very hard.
B. The drops of rain are very big.
C. It is not raining very hard.
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2. What do you think is really meant by, “She is as cool as a cucumber”?
A. She is like a green vegetable.
B. She does not let things bother her.
C. Cucumbers are chilly.
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3. “Adrop in the bucket” does not mean that there is a drop of something
in a bucket. What does it mean?
A. A small amount of something.
B. There is water in the bucket.
C. Only a bucket could hold a drop of water.
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4. “Tickled pink” does not mean that someone turned colors. What does it
mean?
A.Someone is delighted.
B. Someone is laughing a lot.
C. Someone is being tickled too much.
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5. If you say that someone is “in the doghouse,” you do not mean he or
she is acting like a dog. What do you mean?
A.Someone is in a small place.
B. Someone is in trouble.
C. Someone is acting strangely.




