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Questions:  
What is “fleche”?
Where did they go?  
How was the weather?  
Why did James and Darnell miss the turns?  
What is a 22 hour control (why do they have it)?  

List the ‘mechanical issues’ they experienced:


image3.png




image1.jpeg
Towards quality education

Eight institutions get self-accreditation status from qualification agency

By KAREN CHAPMAN
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: Self-accreditation status
has been given to eight higher education insti-
tautions forthe first time in Malaysia.

Higher Education Minister Datuk Seri
Mohamed Khaled Nordin said that the said
institutions could now accredit thei own pro-
‘grammes without going through the Malay-
sian Qualifications Agency (MQA).

“The eight are the four research universites,
namely Universiti Malaya, _Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia, Universit Putra Malay-
sia and Universiti Sains Malaysia; while the
four foreign branch campuses in Malaysia are
Monash University Sunway Campus, the
University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus,
Curtin University of Technology Sarawak
Campus and  Swinburne - University  of

Technology Sarawak Camy

“However, the self-accreditation status does
not include professional programmes which
still need accreditation and recogition from
the relevant professional bodies,” he said after
presenting the self-accreditation certificates
tothe representatives of the institutions at the
ministry yesterday.

Mohamed Khaled said that the MQA had
carried out an audit based on its Code of
Practice in Institutional Audit on the eight
institutions from September 2009 to March
this year.

He announced in 2008 that eight higher
education institutions had been invited to
apply for self-accreditation satus.

MOA chief executive offcer Datuk Dr Syed
Ahmad Hussein said the agency carried out a
thorough institutional audit with the assst-
ance of a panel of experts from within the

country as well as fellow quality assurance
bodies in the Asean region.

He said the MQA would carry out a mainte-
nance audit once every five years to ensure the
institutions maintained their internal quality
assurance system.

UKM vice-chancellor Prof Tan Sri Dr
Sharifah Hapsah Syed Hasan Shahabudin
said it was a fitting birthday present for the
university which celebrates its 40th anniver-
sary today.

i also appropriate for the university's
journey towardsautonomy,” Dr  Sharifah
Hapsah added.

UPM vice-chancellor Prof Datuk Dr Nik
Mustapha . Abdullah said the status meant a
Tot to the university.

“We have been very igorous in our internal
review process before new programmes are
offered.” he added.

»The status does not
include professional
programmes which
still need accreditation
and recognition from

relevant professional
bodies«
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Failure on homework

DAVID KILLICK

TASMANIAN students spend
less time doing homework
than students _interstate, an
international study has found.

‘The Trends in Mathematics
and Science Study found 5 por
cent of Tasmanian year eight
students spent more than 90
minutes a week on maths
homework.

The national average was
three times higher — while the
internatinnal average was five
times higher.

By contrast, 62 per cent of
Tasmanian students reported

Taésie students at bottom of class

spending Jess than 60 minutes
a week on maths homework

‘The results were similar for
science.

Only 4 per cent of Tasman-
ian year eight students did
more than 90 minutes’ home-
work a week, while 72 per cent
did Jess than 60 minutes —
below national and interna-
tional averages.

But the lack of homework
did not stop Tasmanian stu-

dents recording the nation's
top result for young scientists.

Education  Department
learning _services manager
(South) Brendan Kelly said
indiviual schools set home-
work policies.

The changng natwre of
work and family meant chil-
dren and parents had less time
for homework, Mr Kelly said.

“These days a lot of students
work after school, and a lot of

students these days have
mums and dads who both
work,” he said.

Tasmanian Principals Asso-
ciation president Jan Lar-
combe said there was little
evidence that doing home-
‘work made a difference.

“It's very difficult to make a
direct link between homework
and cutcomes,” Ms Larcombe
said.

“There's a lot packed into a

week for students and teach-
ers.
“If there's no real evidence
showing it's making a differ-
ence, youd have to question
what is done, why it's done
and what it achieves.”
Tasmanian  State  School
Parents and Friends president
Jennifer Branch called for a
rethink on homework.
“There'’s  conflicting re-
search on the benefits of home-
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work and what the best type
is," Ms Branch said

“We need to seriously Jook
at homework, review it, see
what's best for our students.”

The TIMSS study found that
bullying in Australian pri-
‘mary schools was among the
worst in the world

More than a quarter of
Australian Grade 4 students

“said they had been bultied.

‘The survey showed Austral-
ian primary-school students
suffered bullying at a rate
almost 50 per cent above the
international average.
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